
Video of the Colloquium "What does it mean to be nomadic in the past, present and 
future?" (A. Averbouh, AASPE , N. Goutas, ArScAn, S. Bahuchet Eco-anthropologie et S. Mazzella, 
SoMUM, org.) 

 
This is the question that sixty or so speakers tried to answer during the international colloquium held 
in person and by videoconference from November 25 to 27, 2021 at the National Museum of Natural 
History (Paris, France), covering the long term, from Prehistory to the Present. 
 
The recording of the 5 sessions (with their programs and time-codes at the beginning of each film) is 
now available on   
 https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvIL0a6_w83YDYvSJdQT2OS0M9E28VgNQ 
 

 Inaugural session 

 Session 1: What is 'Being nomadic' at the crossroads of different disciplinary fields of the 
humanities and social sciences? 

 Session 2: What are the links between nomads of yesterday and today. 

 Session 3: What traces have nomadic peoples left or still leave in human history? 

 Session 4: What future for nomads? 
 

Alternating lectures, films, short communications and debates, this colloquium encouraged the 
desired exchanges between different disciplines of the humanities (archaeology, sociology, 
geography, economics, ethnology & anthropology) to discuss the way in which nomads are defined 
and define themselves, the way in which they have adapted to their natural, cultural and political 
environments or are still adapting to the current changes by questioning their future.  
 
This colloquium is organized under the auspices of the Museum national d'Histoire naturelle 
(MNHN), Department "Man and Environment" and DGD-REVE  in association with the Sociétés en 
mutation en Méditerranée Institute in Aix-Marseille University SoMUM. It also benefits from the 
financial support of the UMR 7209 AASPE, UMR 7041 ArSCAn and the CNRS-INEE. 
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